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It’s a “Marmite” thing 

 
Love it or hate it, the Choir’s new uniform has arrived and has 
been well and truly initiated at the Choir’s performances.  The 
first sighting was on 26th March at the memorial concert for Pat 

Keast with the Sittingbourne Orpheus Operatic Society.  Since 
then, the new uniform is now very well established, worn at three 
further concerts and the Choir’s recent trip to Brecon.   Some still 

hanker after the old, but most it seems have embrace the new.  
Those who felt a sentimental attachment to the jackets, 

cummerbunds and bow-ties have had the opportunity to 
purchase their unform.  Make no mistake, the jumpers and shirts 
are here to stay – just be mindful of the care label chaps and 

don’t shrink the jumper in the wash!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
 

  

Who Are We? 

The Choir was formed in 

1978. It performs around 

fifteen concerts a year, 

singing at fund raising 

charity events around the 

County of Kent. 

In its history, the Choir has 

appeared in Germany, the 

Netherlands and Belgium as 

well as in the UK, appeared 

on national television in the 

UK and Canada and has 

helped numerous local 

charities to raise significant 

amounts of money. 

The Choir is open to serving 

and retired police officers, 

civilian staff, those with links 

to the service and also 

members of the community. 

It is an ambassador for Kent 

Police and is supported by 

them, although it is self-

financing. 

The Choir rehearses weekly in 

Maidstone.  Members meet at 

7.15 p.m. on Thursday 

evenings and rehearsals 

conclude at 9.30 p.m. Please 

contact us through these 

pages for information about 

joining the Choir; you can be 

assured of a warm welcome. 
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Registered Charity 

No. 1148490 

“On the Beat” this month is a two-part special 

Part one is our usual format with Choir news and 

contributions from Choir members  

Part two is a special feature with a review by Geoff 

Fisher of the Choir’s trip to Brecon at the beginning of 

July. 

Many thanks to all our contributors. 



Choir Chaplaincy Stewart Biggs (an ordained Church of England priest and the 

Honorary Secretary of the Choir) has agreed to act as chaplain for the Choir.  

Church of England chaplains are dedicated to showing God’s love to everyone they meet. 

They are the church’s face in the world outside church. They typically provide a listening 

ear, spiritual guidance, emotional support, religious services and community activities. 

Chaplains can be ordained or lay ministers.  Church of England chaplains often work 

closely with chaplains from other Christian denominations and other religions. They also 

follow the historical Church of England ideal of caring for all regardless of their religious 

belief.  The driving force behind chaplaincy is to join in with God’s mission in the world 

and to discern and live out the presence of God in the midst of society in partnership with 

others who work for the common good.  Chaplains are appointed by the Church to work 

in all kinds of places outside the normal life of the church congregation. There are 

chaplains in hospitals, workplaces, prisons, the armed forces, shopping centres, rural 

areas, colleges, universities and schools to name but a few. In all these places chaplains 

try to show God's love through offering care and support, and by representing Christian values and beliefs. Chaplains share the great 

privilege of discovering what God is doing out there - beyond the Church. In our diverse society, chaplaincy has to show the greatest 

sensitivity and respect.  Christian chaplains often work in ecumenical teams or alongside colleagues from other faiths.   Chaplains 

always work with the support of the Church – they are never alone.  Chaplaincy is not so much taking God to the front line, but rather 

disclosing his presence in the toughness of life and living.  The Choir is delighted that Stewart has offered his services in this role. 

 

FORTHCOMING 

CONCERTS 
 

Saturday 17th September 7.30pm 
St. Stephen’s Church, Lympne 

 
Saturday 1st October 7.30pm 
All Saints Church, Biddenden 

 
Saturday 22nd October 7.30pm 

St. George’s Church, Church Walk, Wrotham 
 

Saturday 19th November 7.30pm 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, Herne Bay 

 
Saturday 4th December (time TBC) 

St. Peter & St Paul’s, Faversham 
 

Saturday 10th December 7.30pm 
St. Mary’s Church, Northiam 

 
Saturday 17th December 7.30pm 
St Mildred’s Church, Tenterden 

 

Keep up to date with our concert  
programme on our website:  

www.kpmvc.co.uk or contact us at 
secretary@kpmvc.co.uk 

friends@kpmvc.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

Support our Chairman, 

George Rogers, cycling for 

Charity 

On 11th September I shall be cycling from London 

to Brighton raising money for Teenage Cancer 

Trust.  I would much appreciate your financial 

support. You can make a donation to my 

JustGiving page and the money goes direct to the 

charity. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/George-

Rogers23?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising

&utm_content=George-Rogers23&utm_campaign=pfp-

email&utm_term=2253161652a44b42a3c1ca073707b749  
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Twasn’t The Corf Wot Carried Him Orf 

You have all heard the saying “it wasn’t the cough that carried him off, but the coffin they carried him off in”.  Well, this mini saga 

happened to me early on in my years as a boy in blue and it involved a local “ne’er do well” stealing a coffin. 

I was starting a late turn shift on a Sunday.  I had just had my Sunday lunch and was looking 

forward to a quiet stroll round my beat to the west of Ashford.  Redevelopment was taking 

place in New Street and the demolition men were about to start their work on a row of 

cottages on the other side of the road.  You could clearly see right through gaps in the 

houses to a footpath which ran along the back.  The sun was shining, I was warm and 

happy and perhaps I should have remembered that curiosity killed the cat, but curiosity got 

the better of me.  I could smell a rat because walking along the said footpath at the back of 

the condemned dwellings was a chap carrying a “coffin” on his shoulder.  “A coffin?” I hear 

you say.  Yes, a coffin.  Maybe I had better take a closer look because I couldn’t think of a reason why anybody should be carrying 

a coffin on their shoulder along a footpath near derelict houses on a sunny Sunday afternoon.  It would have made just a bit more 

sense if there had been four of them dressed in black (but not much more sense really!).  Crossing New Street and finding my way 

between the cottages, I made sure that I reached the footpath behind my target – I didn’t want him making a run for it, especially 

with me with a belly full of roast pork and all the trimmings.  I gradually got closer to my suspect felon and began to go over in my 

mind what I was going to ask him.  It’s not every day that you have to question a man with a coffin on his shoulder.  Closer and 

closer – I could now see that my man was about 6 feet 6 inches tall, (I don’t exaggerate; he was a good 8-10 inches taller than me 

and I would have to reach up to tap him on the shoulder) and I could also see that my coffin was not a coffin at all but a grandfather 

clock that he had just nicked from one of the unoccupied, but not derelict, houses.  After a couple of appropriate questions and a 

quick caution, he accompanied me to the police station where he admitted the theft.  After completing the paperwork, I resumed my 

quiet stroll round my beat trying to convince myself that I knew all along that it wasn’t a coffin – but honestly, Sarge, it did look 

like a coffin!!  Roy Waller  

It’s always good to hear from our supporters & 

audiences how much they enjoyed the 

concerts, so we were delighted to receive this 

vote of thanks following the concert at St 

Michael’s Village Hall in Tenterden on 21st April. 

Dear Geoff, 

I wanted to drop a line to say what a 

fantastic evening we had last night at St. 

Michaels Village Hall. 

We had been concerned with the slow sales but 

were heartened at such a great turn out on 

the evening.  

The atmosphere was buzzing. The Choir and 

of course Martin delighted and entertained us.  

It was truly wonderful.  

Thank you all so very much.  

Best wishes for the year ahead.  

Kind Regards 

Brigitte 

On behalf of St. Michaels Village Hall Trustees 

 

 

We couldn’t do it 

without your help 

At the concert on 21st April, George Rogers our 

chairman, paid tribute to everyone who had 

supported KPMVC during the difficult times over 

the past two years.  In particular, our sponsors, 

whose generosity has enabled the choir to 

continue: 

Kent Community Foundation 
MDDC Ltd (Dry Lining Contract) who sponsor 

rehearsal room each week 
Pressure Welding Machines who sponsor our web 

site and Christmas concert 
Throgmorton Private Capital who sponsors our Young 

Musicians Programme 
 

 



In Loving Memory  
As a long-time member of the Kent Police Male Voice Choir Mick Williams was one of 

our stars. Aside from having a Welsh sounding surname (always good in a male voice 

choir) Mick served on the Choir’s management committee with special responsibility 

amongst other things for the cataloguing, retention, purchasing and safekeeping of the 

Choir’s Crown Jewels - I refer not to his voice, although that was very key, but to our 

manuscripts or to the chorally uneducated; our songs. Only someone of Mick’s 

unflappability could even begin to take charge of- let alone keep in check - our vast 

library of music; yet he did with great aplomb.  Aside from the official duties he spent 

many happy hours actually doing that which he loved - singing with his finely tuned first 

tenor voice (clearly the ‘best’ section in the Choir).  While the Choir’s rationale is to help 

raise monies for Kent’s good causes and charities through the provision of concerts 

Mick’s rationale was to ensure we all had our music and met his high standards of looking 

after it too! Mick was rarely absent from rehearsal or concerts and could be relied upon to not only sing in tune 

(again quite important in any choir) but to join the Choir at its concerts, trips abroad (Germany, Wales even Essex) as 

not only a singing member but a raconteur of note, sharing his life’s stories often involving much humour and 

sometimes even being complimentary about his life as a police officer!  In his own time, we all knew that Mick spent 

many productive hours helping young people in his locale with their reading skills - an admirable pursuit which 

showed how much he put back into the community. Mick very kindly left the Choir a considerable legacy which will 

in due course be used to further Mick’s love of the Choir, music and his help to young people. At the service of 

thanksgiving for Mick it was privilege for the Choir to be asked to sing ‘Take me Home’ and ‘Lily of the Valley’, two of 

Mick’s favourite songs; but also, to listen to his sons telling us so much of his life as a family man. What a man he 

was - we learnt so much more about Mick in those few minutes than the years we thought we had known him. Just 

goes to show you!  To a man we shall very much miss Mick’s voice and presence in our Choir - suffice it to say we are 

all the better for knowing him.   George Roger, Chairman 

Grave rededication service for a local Hero 

 
In the last edition of “On the Beat” we featured an item about the restoration of a grave in Margate cemetery for 

P.C. John Richard Rolfe of Margate Borough Police. John lost his life on duty when he perished in a fire on the 

premises of George Mence Smith, Market Street, Margate, on January 23rd 1905. The grave had fallen into 

disrepair and was restored by John Pearce and Eddie McManus and on Wednesday 25 th May a rededication 

service was held at the cemetery.  A couple of folks from KPMVC were there as was the Thanet Male Voice 

Choir.  The service, conducted by two police chaplains Barry Knott and Andrew Jacobson, was very thoughtful 

and spiritually moving.  Eddie McManus laid a wreath and Thanet Male Voice Choir led the singing of a hymn.  

The whole event was broadcast on the South East Today News later that evening, which emphasised the 

significance of remembering a local hero in this way. 

  



Young Musician’s Programme 
 

At the concert at St. Helen’s Cliffe on 18th June, the Choir was 

delighted to introduce another Young Musician to kick-start the 

Young Musician’s Programme after its enforced break during 

the pandemic.  Thomas is currently studying for his A-levels at 

Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School in Ramsgate and 

amazed the audience with an outstanding performance on the 

Euphonium.  Here Thomas tells us a bit about his musical 

journey and his hopes for his future musical career. 

“Following a diagnosis of autism, I took up the euphonium on 

recommendation from my occupational therapist as a strategy to develop 

my weak mouth muscles, which were leaving me with difficulty talking. This 

was a life-changing undertaking for me because I have been passionate 

about performing, composing and listening to music ever since. Music has 

also transformed other parts of my life, giving me confidence, inspiration and drive as well as social 

opportunities that I never would have had without it.  I was fortunate to be in a primary school with a strong 

music department where I was encouraged to develop musically, which is where I won my first award - the 

talent show, beating many older pupils, with a euphonium solo, while aged 8. Currently I study both 

euphonium and trombone under Spencer Down and Rob Burgess at the Junior Guildhall School of Music, 

where I am principal Euphonium of the Brass Band. My current school, Chatham & Clarendon Grammar 

School, is also one that prioritises music, with so many ensembles that I have the opportunity to make music 

with other instrumentalists and vocalists every day. I joined the National Children’s Band of Great Britain in 

2016, before working up to my current positions of principal Euphonium of the Southern Counties Youth 

Band and membership of the National Youth Brass Band of 

Great Britain (which I was co-principal euphonium of last 

summer). While the Covid-19 lockdown caused a 

performing hiatus, I was still able to enter several online 

competitions, winning several first prizes in Maidstone Music 

festival and in the Mid-Sussex “Return of the solo”. I also 

got a distinction in my Grade 8 Trombone at Easter this 

year. In addition, my family played a different brass quintet 

on our driveway each Thursday evening during lockdown as 

part of the NHS tribute. It was a wonderful opportunity to 

perform with the KPMVC, as I am hoping to study trombone 

and euphonium at a conservatoire from next year and every 

opportunity to perform increases my experience.” 

Launched in 2018, the Kent Police Male Voice Choir Young Musicians Programme has proved an outstanding 

success. Our objective is to introduce talented young musicians from around the county to a wider audience 

through attendance at our concerts. In 2018/19 we introduced some 15 young musicians each of who 

performed to audiences at one of our concerts; those musicians played a variety of instruments including: 

cello, violin, xylophone, clarinet, trombone, saxophone, harp, recorder, oboe, piano and of course voice. Each 

and every musician was without doubt extremely talented and very confident; the majority going on to 

further education where music will play a major part of their studies.  The choir offers a small bursary to 

each performer and a concert ticket for their parent/guardian and of course rapturous applause from the 

audiences. Should you know of a young musician that might benefit from the programme please do get in 

touch with us. 



 
Memories  

by Rod Stevenson 

On 12th September 2015, Jon my brother and Janet 

my sister-in-law invited myself and my wife Stella to 

a concert at St Helen’s Church, Cliffe.  None of us had 

heard of the Kent Police Male Voice Choir and you 

could say that Male Voice Choirs were not on our 

radar, so to speak!  The church was full by 7.30pm.  

Jools Holland was in attendance and I found out later 

that he had agreed to become Patron to the choir.  

 

Up to this time my musical background had been 

school and church choirs plus a Monday singing group 

called Living Lively, run as a charity with Aylesford 

Village Voices.  (Sadly, this finished when the pandemic 

started and is much missed by Stella and myself). 

The evening at Cliffe Church was a conversion for me, 

and for all of us.  Every song made the hairs stand up 

on my arms, the wall of harmonious sound that filled 

the Church and my whole being was an unforgettable 

experience; the programme was so well balanced 

which meant that all the audience could enjoy it.  

During the interval I noticed the banner advertising for 

new members.  Stewart Biggs (Choir secretary) 

explained to me the Choir’s beginnings and its 

charitable ethos, all of which appealed to me.  I was 

invited to an Open Evening on the coming Thursday 

and the rest is history. 

I must say I felt out of my depth at first, but had two 

excellent mentors in Chris Longfield and Roy Waller, 

and thank them for putting me right when needed and 

guiding me through the various songs, and for Chris 

telling me to jump in at the deep end!  I joined in 

September 2015 and Christmas concerts were looming 

on the horizon; I felt unready but Chris encouraged me.  

I have to say, I enjoyed the experience although 

probably did not add much to the Choir.  Wearing the 

Choir uniform made me feel special.   

So full circle saw us performing once again at St Helen’s 

on 18th June and this time I was up there with the rest 

of the Choir – an emotional moment for me.  This time 

Jon, Janet and Stella were listening to me as well!  

Who’d have thought it!!  The feedback from members 

of the audience I spoke to was fantastic which made 

me feel proud to have contributed to their evening’s 

enjoyment.  Stella felt it was one our best performance 

to date.   

The Choir is fortunate to have the services of Martin 

Rendle as our Musical Director and, of course, Karen 

Barton-Holman as accompanist.  Martin can be a hard 

task master when needed, but gets the best from us 

and we should thank him for making us such a good 

choir that can hold their own again any Male Voice 

Choir.  Let’s all enjoy the remaining concerts for 2022 

and make more fantastic music. 

Postscript – I remember at that first concert Stewart 

Biggs playing the organ with gusto and making it 

“talk”; the Church organist was there and said that he 

had never heard it sound so good!

 

 

St Helen’s Cliffe, 18th June 2022 

“Breathing Matters” seeks to 

improve the lives of every 

pulmonary fibrosis, bronchiectasis 

and respiratory/lung infection 

sufferer through ground-breaking 

medical research. 

www.breathingmatters.co.uk 


